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Recently S. D. Savransky et al. has shown that the number of patents related to chalcogenide glasses is surging [1, 2, 3]. He even went further and applied Altshuller theory of inventive problem solving (TRIZ) to interpret this result. 

According to Altshuller, evolution of any technology follows the so-called S-curve [4]. This curve consists of three distinct sections, of which the second one corresponds to the time when the number of patents related to the technology surges and it becomes profitable. 

After applying this theory to their analysis of patent dynamics in the field of chalcogenide glasses, Savransky et al. came to a conclusion that the technology of chalcogenide glasses is currently at the second stage of its evolution. 

However, as has been recently shown that the Altshuller theory is flawed [5]. Technology does not follow S-curve in its evolution. Technologies follow more complex curves, which may have multiple surges in the number of patents issued at any stage of technology evolution [6]. Hence, Savransky et al. conclusion that chalcogenide glasses are currently at the Altshuller second stage of evolution may not be correct. 
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